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27th August 2011 

To: ncp@seco.admin.ch; Frank.diGiorgio@treasury.gov.au; usncp@state.gov; uk.ncp@bis.gsi.gov.uk
CC: tom.hatfield@csun.edu; jrochow@globalleadnet.org 

RE: Mediation to end the sale of leaded petrol globally 

Dear NCPs of Switzerland, Australia, the United States and the United Kingdom, 

The LEAD Group, an NGO based in Australia, has been at the forefront of the campaign, along with a US-based NGO, Trust for Lead Poisoning Prevention, to rid the world of leaded petrol. The goal is in sight, but six countries still allow its sale and use: Afghanistan, Algeria, Iraq, Myanmar (Burma), Democratic People´s Republic of Korea (North Korea) and Yemen. The combined population of these six countries is over 194 million but the entire population of the world will benefit when the deadly leaded petrol era is finally over. 

The LEAD Group has written about this in our recent LEAD Action News newsletter: www.lead.org.au/lanv11n4/LEAD_Action_News_Vol_11_No_4.pdf 

One could say that the rulers of the six countries have more on their minds – including corruption and internal disorder - than removing lead from petrol. 

That being so, the most effective means is for the OECD to act on their behalf.

The LEAD Group therefore calls on your help to mediate an end of the sale of the lead additive, tetraethyl lead, on the grounds that the OECD’s Environment Guidelines for Multi-National Enterprises (MNE) are not being complied with. 

The use of the additive tetraethyl lead (TEL) as an octane enhancer for automotive gasoline should cease immediately.  This requires action by the company Innospec. If Innospec won’t act of their own volition, Australian exports of the lead used to make tetraethyl lead should cease as a provocation for Innospec to close down its TEL manufacturing plant.

Innospec, a UK company incorporated in Delaware, US, is the only manufacturer of TEL, and their wholly owned subsidiary Alcor (incorporated in Switzerland) is the only distributor. Innospec stated in its 2010 calendar year report that it will continue to sell TEL as an additive for automotive gasoline until 2012, while noting that sales of TEL have been declining. 

All the lead in TEL comes from the Mount Isa mine in Queensland, Australia, owned by Xstrata (a company incorporated in Switzerland) and is smelted by Xstrata’s Britannia smelter in the United Kingdom.

Alternatives to TEL exist

Innospec makes alternative octane enhancers, as do other companies, so the continued supply of TEL as the octane enhancer to the six countries named earlier - when all four OECD Countries involved in supplying the lead and the lead additive have themselves discontinued the sale of leaded gasoline for automotive use - defies the basic principles of the MNE Agreement: “Enterprises should, within the framework of laws, regulations and administrative practices in the countries in which they operate, and in consideration of relevant international agreements, principles, objectives, and standards, take due account of the need to protect the environment, public health and safety, and generally to conduct their activities in a manner contributing to the wider goal of sustainable development.” 
I first read that the phase out of leaded petrol is the number one priority for the prevention of lead poisoning in a draft-for-consultation written by the OECD in 1991, which makes phase-out by 2012 an unacceptable outcome. The replacement of an octane enhancer in a country’s fuel supply can be achieved in as little as six weeks. The following description of this “Immediate transition” approach comes from the United Nations Environment Programme’s Partnership for Clean Fuels and Vehicles (PCFV) (James Rochow and myself are Partners of the PCFV):

In this approach, the addition of lead alkyl to the fuel is stopped and the existing gasoline lead concentrations decline as the lead additive is flushed through the distribution system and storage tanks. Eventually the concentrations will fall below the maximum limit specification for ULG—commonly 0.013 g/l lead. In practice this is achieved in a matter of weeks to months, depending on the off-take volumes and frequencies from the various sites. {Ref: http://www.unep.org/transport/pcfv/PDF/Pub-IPIECA-LeadOut.pdf }

Additionally, the PCFV has repeatedly, since 2002, offered technical and other assistance in the phase-out to all six countries still using leaded petrol. 

Innospec was fined US$40 million by the US Securities and Exchange Commission in 2010 for bribing Iraqi and Indonesian officials to continue to sell leaded petrol despite Environment NGOs in Indonesia having successfully campaigned for a phase-out. The remaining six countries don’t have Environment NGOs to speak for them. They need you to speak for them. 

What Innospec needs to do:

Innospec should buy back stocks of TEL from the six countries and replace them with their non-leaded octane enhancers. 

Remaining stocks should only be supplied to those OECD and non-OECD countries which have made exemptions under the Rotterdam Convention, to allow the use of TEL in aviation fuel (AvGas) in their country. In other words, it should only be used in a country that is party to the Rotterdam convention and which has given Prior Informed Consent (PIC). Two of the remaining six TEL purchasing countries where it is used for motor vehicles are parties to the Rotterdam Convention (Democratic People´s Republic of Korea and Yemen) but none have given the PIC to TEL imports. 

Proposal for mediation

I request the immediate setting up of a mediation meeting, perhaps by Skype Video Conference Call or similar, aimed at Innospec agreeing to, within the feasible time frame of six weeks, a total phase out of the sale of TEL as an additive for automotive gasoline, and including in its participants two NGOs who have been working on this issue for over 20 years: Elizabeth O’Brien of The LEAD Group; and James Rochow of the Trust for Lead Poisoning Prevention (see http://globalleadnet.com/152/about-the-alliances-international-program-staff ). And, if an academic is permitted, Professor Thomas Hatfield of California State University, Northridge, USA would bring a wealth of knowledge during the mediation session. Professor Hatfield is co-author of a symposium presentation which has the following abstract:

The phaseout of leaded fuel provides a dramatic example of the economic benefits from green chemistry. Using the technique of GDP extrapolation applied to published literature, the global benefits range from $1-$6 trillion/year, with a best estimate of $2.45 trillion/year. These benefits may also be expressed as 4% of global GDP. Opponents of green chemistry who rely on economic arguments should be reminded of the enormous economic impact of green chemistry. Green chemistry should not require detailed economic justification, since the economic evidence is likely to emerge long after initial actions are taken. Nevertheless, as economic evidence does become available, the technique of global GDP extrapolation can provide powerful support for sustainable approaches in chemical synthesis. {Ref: http://www.csun.edu/~vchsc006/lead.pdf }.

His assessment of the unsustainability of leaded gasoline is also summarized at http://www.unep.org/Transport/PCFV/PDF/leadEvaluation_summaryreport.pdf 
The estimated global annual impacts of lead in fuels were found [by Hatfield and Tsai in a report currently being peer-reviewed and expected to be published in 2011] to be significant:

Close to 1.1 million deaths; 

A loss of 322 million IQ points; 

Close to 60 million crime cases; 

Economic loss of USD 2.4 trillion per year (4% of global GDP) 

Ref: http://www.lead.org.au/lanv11n4/lanv11n4-3.html 

Please reply as soon as possible with your solutions to this ongoing unacceptable situation.

Thank you, 

Yours Sincerely
Elizabeth O'Brien, 
Manager, Global Lead Advice & Support Service (GLASS) run by The LEAD Group Inc. (an Australian Health Promotion Charity and Environmental NGO)
Partner, UNEP Partnership for Cleaner Fuels and Vehicles

Member, UNEP Chemicals Branch Lead and Cadmium Working Group

We lead the way | We educate | We advocate | We'll work until the world's lead-safe
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